A guide to leaving a gift in
your Will
Your gift will change the lives of some of the UK’s most vulnerable
children. With your help we can provide the specialist support
adopted children need to thrive.

A message from our CEO
Thank you for considering a gift in your Will to CCS
Adoption. Gifts like yours are so important to our work and
will help us to provide vital post adoption support to
adoptive families throughout Bristol and the surrounding
areas.
Adoption can be challenging for both children and parents.
Comprehensive, specialist post adoption support is the
key to building strong, resilient families, giving every
adoption the best chance of success. CCS Adoption offers a full range of post
adoption support services through The Centre, our purpose built support and
education hub. The Centre relies fully on voluntary funds and donations to meet
the cost of this life changing support.
Leaving a gift in your Will is a wonderful way to ensure that vulnerable children
with difficult starts in life, are not only found a permanent loving family, but
continue to be supported through all the challenges they face in their recovery
from previous trauma, neglect and abuse.
Thank you,

Maggie Pitts, Chief Executive Officer

“Leaving a donation to CCS in
our Will was something we
were both keen to do, giving
something back to a charity
that helped us so much in
becoming and remaining a
forever family…”
CCS Supporter & Adopter

“The staff are so committed to the families that attend,
their love and care for not only the children but us as
parents is second to none’” Adoptive parent

We have over 115 years experience of finding
homes for children and supporting adoptive
families
We’ve helped to create more than 2300 loving
families
We’ve been rated ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted for the
last 11 years

Post adoption support: why it’s so important
Adoption is an incredibly tough and challenging process, both for the children and for their
adoptive parents. More than 75% of children who are adopted have suffered significant harm
and/or neglect in their early lives.
Even after a child is adopted into a secure and loving family they still carry with them the effects
of early-life trauma which, if unaddressed, can result in serious issues in later life. Adopted
children are 20 times more likely to be excluded from school, and twice as likely not to be in
education, employment or training as young adults.
It is estimated (by Adoption UK) that around 25% of adoptive families are in crisis as both
children and parents struggle to cope with the lasting effects of that trauma. Without specialist
work and support to help them recover, many more adoptions would fail.
“All three children had a very traumatic start to life,
moving between multiple unsafe living environments,
suffering neglect and exposure to drugs, emotional
abuse, and sexual abuse. There were multiple
concerns for all three as a result of the impact of their
early trauma, including attachment issues,
developmental delay and a lack of social interaction.”
Adoptive parents receiving support from The Centre

The Centre: how your gift will change lives
We provide a comprehensive range of support services for adoptive families. Our services are
specifically designed to support children’s recovery from previous trauma and support parents
through any challenges they face. We support around 200 families every year. Your gift will
ensure that we are able to offer this support to even more families in years to come.
Our services are open to all adopted children and their parents, not just those who have
adopted through CCS. To find out more about our support, visit ccsadoption.org/the-centre

Through The Centre, we aim to:
Provide activities for children and adults that promote
secure & healthy child-parent attachment and stability
Promote behavioural, physical & cognitive development in
adopted children, and support their recovery from previous
trauma & abuse
Support adoptive parents in maintaining a stable adoption
Provide an adoption support learning and educational hub
for adopted children, young people and their families

Writing a Will
Why write a Will?
A Will is one of the most important things you will write. It is the best way to take care of your
family and loved ones after you are gone.
By writing a Will you make sure your wishes are carried out and it is also a chance to remember
a cause close to your heart. If your Will specifies a gift to charity this may also reduce the
amount of inheritance tax your estate is subject to. You can find out more at gov.uk/
inheritance-tax or speak to a solicitor for more details.

Will writing tips
1. Think about the assets you own, such as your money, property or possessions.
2. Think about the gifts you’d like to leave your loved ones. After that you might choose to
consider leaving a gift to CCS Adoption.
3. Choose an executor; someone who will make sure the instructions in your Will are carried
out. This can be a friend, family member, or a professional such as a solicitor; it’s best to
choose more than one executor.
4. Consult a professional. We recommend using a solicitor or professional Will writer. If you
don’t already have a solicitor you can find one by searching on The Law Society database:
lawsociety.org.uk. Alternatively, you can use our free Will writing service provided by The
Goodwill Partnership, details of which are given on the next page.

Types of gift
If you decide that you would like to leave a gift to CCS Adoption there are three main ways you
can do this. We are extremely grateful for any type of gift left in your Will. Please speak to a
solicitor if you’re not sure which type of gift is best for you.
A fixed sum – this is a precise amount of money, also known as a pecuniary gift.
A share of your estate – this is a percentage of your estate, also known as a residuary
gift.
A specific item – you could choose to leave a particular item, such as a piece of
jewellery or property.

If you already have a Will
If you already have a Will, a minor addition such as a gift to CCS Adoption can be made using a
codicil. This is a separate document that is signed and witnessed, and must be kept with your
Will.
We recommend that you ask a solicitor to write a codicil for you so that it reflects your wishes
accurately.

Our Will writing partners
We recommend that you use a solicitor or Will writing professional to help write your Will,
to ensure your wishes are expressed as accurately as possible.
We’ve partnered with Will writing experts, The Goodwill Partnership, to offer CCS
supporters an easy way to write your Will for free:
The Goodwill Partnership is the largest distributor of home-visit solicitor-provided Wills in
England and Wales.
You will receive expert advice and support from a
professional Will writer. Your Will is then checked and
provided directly to you by a fully qualified, practising solicitor,
regulated by The Law Society. CCS Adoption will cover the
cost of your Will.
You can choose a home visit, telephone or video call
appointment, at a time to suit you; daytime, evening or
weekend.
To arrange your free appointment, call 0844 669 6148, or visit thegoodwillpartnership.co.uk/
Alternatively, you can create a free, legally-binding Will online
in three simple steps with FreeWills.co.uk, an award winning
online service. Each Will is checked by legal experts and
your Will can be updated quickly and easily for free, forever.
Whichever service you use you are under no obligation to remember CCS Adoption in
your Will.

Our charity details
If you choose to include us in your Will, you will need these details:

Charity name: Clifton Children’s Society
Charity registration number: 286814
Charity address: 162 Pennywell Road, Easton, Bristol, BS5 0TX
Letting us know : We understand that your Will is a private document, however, if you do
leave us a gift please consider letting us know so that we can thank you and discuss any
special wishes you may have.
You can contact us on 0117 935 0005, or fundraising@ccsadoption.org

Max was adopted when he was 3 years old, after
a traumatic start to life, suffering from neglect
and exposure to domestic and emotional abuse.
When Max first came to live with his adoptive
parents, his comprehension and understanding
of speech and language was limited, and he was
expected to suffer from learning and
developmental delay.
Max and his parents attended Tots, The Centre’s
specialist support group pre-school children in
the early stages of adoption. Tots helped Max
with his interaction and social skills, and he has come on leaps and bounds in his learning and
development – he is now at the level expected for his age group.

Max also suffered from a fear of dirty hands, which caused a lot of anxiety. With support and
structured activities, Max was encouraged to take part in messy play, his fear of dirt has now
gone and he loves to get stuck into new activities.
‘He is developing into a lovely, happy, inquisitive, funny little boy who is definitely
strongly attached to both my partner and I. He has made some fantastic friends from
Tots [a Centre group] whom we see often’ Max’s parent
*Names have been changed for safeguarding purposes

“The Centre was a
lifeline in the early,
bewildering and
exhausting months. We
did a three hour round
trip to come each week it was that valuable”
Adoptive parent

‘The Centre has been
amazing for the children
and me… no-one
understands like the
staff and other parents
at The Centre. It has
been lovely to see the
confidence of our
children grow.”

“Meeting others who
‘get it’, being able to
share our highs and
lows. Without the
group I’m not sure I
would have been able
to cope during my
darkest days.”
Adoptive parent

Adoptive parent

If you have questions about leaving a gift in your Will please contact us on
0117 935 0005 or fundraising@ccsadoption.org

Thank you
On behalf of all our families, a heartfelt thank you for considering a
gift in your Will to CCS adoption.

